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DAN

Oh, kids love me! But who wouldn’t?

Canned cheers.

PENNY

Well Dan, we have a surprise for you. Your two new

favorite kids are here! Ben! Emily! Come on out!

Kids in America by Kim Wilde plays as the kids

come out and sit SR of Dan.

EMILY

Great to be here.

BEN

I’ve always wanted to be on this show-

PENNY

That’s great. Well kids, since you’re here, Dan’s got

something special he’d like to ask you.

DAN

Well, hey guys.

KIDS

Hey, Dan.

DAN

Over the last two months, we’ve gotten to know each

other pretty well. And I really like you kids a lot.

Emily, you are adorable and you have a kind heart.

Canned "Awwwww".

DAN

Ben, you are hilarious and way too smart for your own

good. I’ve really grown to care about you as if you

were my own kids.

Louder canned "Awwwww".

PENNY

Wow. Kids, what do you say?

The kids take a beat before responding. The

feeling of being watched by a lot of people.

BEN AND EMILY

Thank you.

START----------------
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DAN

So... Me and your Mom have been talking lately, and we

really like each other a lot. She makes me really happy

and, I think, I make her really happy too.

BEN

She has been a lot happier.

EMILY

Yeah. A lot less lonely.

DAN

Good. Me too. A lot less lonely. So I wanted to ask how

you’d feel if I moved in. With you guys.

BEN

Um.

EMILY

Really?

DAN

I know it’s fast, but I will only do it if you kids say

it’s okay. If you aren’t comfortable with me here, I

will stay in Grand Rapids. The gas money is killing me,

but I’ll make it work and drive down here as often as I

can afford, to keep making your mom happy. I’ll do that

because I care about you guys that much.

So, whatever you choose. I’ll be okay with it.

A canned "hush" falls over the fake audience.

DAN

Emily, is it okay with you if I move in here?

EMILY

I’m okay with that.

DAN

And you, Ben? Would it be okay with you if I moved in?

BEN

Uh, sure. Yeah, okay.

Audience cheers. Penny claps, but isn’t smiling.

BEN

Does this mean you and Mom are gonna get married?

Canned "Woooooooooo".
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DAN

(pleased, like it’s too easy)

Well, how would you feel about that?

EMILY

When you guys get married, can I be the flower girl?

Canned laughter.

DAN

Of course you can.

BEN

This is awfully fast.

PENNY

Ben has a point here.

DAN

Correct. This is fast, and with anyone else, that would

make me nervous. But... your mom is, well, she’s

something special. Sometimes you just know, ya know?

BEN

Our dad died less than a year ago.

DAN

I know that. And I’m not trying to replace your dad;

Ernie was irreplaceable. But, I love your mom. I love

her. I love you kids too. Being your step dad, that’s a

role that I take seriously. Cuz, I’m not just marrying

your mom; I’m marrying you two as well.

Canned "Ewwww".

PENNY

Nope. Different sound cue.

Canned "Awwww".

PENNY

Better. Hehe!

DAN

I’d love to be your dad. I’ve got so much to teach you.

Emily, when you get grown up and gorgeous, I’ll teach

you how to keep all of the boys at bay. You are under

my protection. And when they pick you up for a date,

I’ll be polishing my shotgun on the front porch,

alright?

Emily giggles.
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DAN

And Ben, I know you’ve been getting picked on a lot at

school. I could teach you how to diet and exercise.

Maybe even some self-defense. By the time you reach

high school, you’ll be a badass. Thin. Popular. A real

ladies man. Probably Homecoming King. Just like me.

Would you like that?

BEN

(immediately)

I WANT TO BE SKINNY AND COOL!

Canned laughter.

DAN

Well then, kids: Would you do the honor of letting me

be your dad?

Silence. The kids look at each other.

EMILY

I do.

BEN

I do. You can marry Mom, Dan.

DAN

Call me Dad.

EMILY

Dad.

BEN

...Dad.

PENNY

Okay, just play the cheers already! Hehe!

Canned cheers. Penny throws a pencil.

DAN

Come on out here, babe!

Mom enters.

MOM

Hi, everybody!

DAN

Babe, You wanna do this thing right now? Will you marry

me right here, right now on the David Letterman show?

END---------------------------------------------------------------------------


